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Autorità per l’energia elettrica e il gas


19th RCC Meeting

GAS REGIONAL INITIATIVE – SOUTH SOUTH-EAST

Vienna, 6th of December 2011, 09:00-10:00
Raiffeisen Forum, Friedrich-Wilhelm-Raiffeisen Platz 1, 1020 Vienna

Draft Minutes
v.1

Participants
	
	Name
	
	      Organisation

	Francesco
	CARIELLO
	AEEG

	Ales
	Osrajnik
	AGEN

	Hrvoje
	Brlecic
	Croatian Energy Regulatory Office 

	Markus
	Krug
	Energie-Control Austria

	Michael
	Schmöltzer
	Energie-Control Austria 

	Kerstin
	Wernig
	Energie-Control Austria

	Karoline
	Steinbacher
	Energie-Control Austria

	Michaela
	Pilshofer
	Energie-Control Austria

	Ross
	Mac Donald
	Energie-Control Austria

	Tamás
	KORÖSI
	Hungarian Energy Office


1 Opening

Mr. Schmöltzer welcomed the participants of the 19th RCC Meeting. The minutes of the 18th RCC meeting as well as the agenda of the 19th meeting were approved.  Mr. Schmöltzer informed about the agenda of the meeting of the day and informed about the state of play in the Work Plan (WP) development process. The Gas Target Model implementation was added to the Work Plan as well as a mention to the outcome of the Madrid Forum. It was underlined, that participation to the pilot project on GTM implementation is open to all other regulators and TSOs. 

The Madrid Forum conclusions state that the RI should serve as a platform to see which options are possible for the implementation of the GTM. A study to this regard will be carried our by a consultant, with the respective contract to be awarded by the end of 2011. All parties are invited to participate in the study, which is ought to focus on Austria and its neighbouring markets in the first place.  Mr. Cariello reiterated AEEG’s interest in participating in the study and stated that the trading region model was not the final target for the Italian market. 
As another current issue, the Gas Regional Investment Plans (GRIPS) developed or to be developed (in the case of the Southern Corridor and Central-Eastern Europe) were discussed. There is broad agreements that the GRIPS should be discussed and consulted on RI level in order to avoid an additional organisational layer in regional cooperation. 
2 Updates
Mr. Korösi informed about current developments in Hungary. The legal framework in the country is considered as being ready for market integration. The establishment of an energy exchange is foreseen for the first half of 2012.
Mr. Osrajnik informed that no new energy law has been issued so far, but that the expected new legislation will lead to a number of secondary legislation documents, amongst others on Quality of Service. The regulatory authority in Slovenia has still not officially be named the competent authority with regard to security of supply, but is closely working together with the ministry. The Risk Assessment had been sent to the European Commission the day before the RCC meeting, on the 5th of December. 

Mr. Brlecic announced that the new Croatian energy law could be expected for the first half of 2012. 

Mr. Cariello shortly described the new Italian balancing regime and confirmed that the first results were good, with prices similar to the day-ahead market and enough flexibility being offered.
M. Schmöltzer announced that the new Austrian Natural Gas Act had been published on the 21st of November. The implementation of the new market model will be done within a year, with new institutions such as the market area manager or the operator of the virtual trading point to be set up. The aim is to finalize the market rules by mid-May with an implementation by the end of 2012. A series of discussions will be held with market players in the next weeks and a consultation on a first draft is ongoing.
3 Report from ACER Coordination group meetings

Ms Steinbacher reported on the two recent ACER coordination group meetings of October 25th 2011 and November 28th 2011 (telephone conference). The meetings were an occasion for ACER to present their role in the GRI process and the monitoring tasks, which do also put obligations on regulators. A quarterly as well as a yearly monitoring will have to be done. ACER will however strongly support regulatory by preparing templates and providing content where possible. 

The outcome of the Madrid forum was discussed during the coordination group meetings, in particular the requirement to prioritize work and to focus on projects linked to early implementation as well as to investments. The importance of considering the cross-regional perspective was also underlined, with the idea of establishing a High level advisory group on gas, following the example of the AESAG, being brought up. ACER has had bilateral meetings to see what TSOs would need in order to reinforce their involvement in the GRI. “Incentives” were mentioned as a way to motivate TSOs, without further detailing what this could cover. ACER will ask regulators to suggest TSOs that are very active in their regions to bring them together in bilateral “steering” meetings in order make the RI process more dynamic and foster the exchange of best practice.

4 Transparency

The issue of transparency monitoring was also discussed during the coordination group meetings. The NW region has carried out a two-step monitoring exercise with regard to the transparency requirements of Annex 1 of the Gas regulation. In a first step, TSOs were asked to state which requirements they are fulfilling and to provide links to the data published. In a second steps, market participants are now asked to give their opinion on the transparency data published by TSOs.
It was agreed to circulate the questionnaire used by the NW region. Mr. Schmöltzer added that such a monitoring exercise has been carried out in Austria in 2011 and that the same was done for storage. It needs to be clarified what ACER does concerning transparency monitoring.

5 AOB and Next meetings
The next RCC meeting will take place on the 8th of May 2011, together with the SG and SAP meetings (to be held on the same day or the evening before).  The idea of having one meeting in Ljubljana in 2012 was expressed. To finish, the agenda of the subsequent SG meeting was presented.
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